Policy YV9 West of Bunford Hollow and adjacent EP1 site, Yeovil
YV9
EP1

Use: Residential
Use: Employment

No.: 100 Dwellings
No.: 5 Hectares

Open fields west of the A3088 at the south west edge of Yeovil. At the turn of the 19th century Yeovil was still a compact
settlement, but expansion during the later 20th century has seen the town extended over 2km westwards towards the
site. The A3088 was laid out sometime before 1989 and the land to the east developed for light industrial and
commercial uses.
Brympton D’Evercy (Grade I) and its parkland (Grade II*) lies approximately 0.5km to the west. Brympton House is
surrounded by a number if listed structures, including assets at Grade I and II*.
Broadleaze Farm is treated as an asset of local heritage value. ‘Broadleaze Dairy House’ is visible on the Tithe map, and
the surrounding barns on the 1889 Ordnance Survey.

Fig. YV9.2: [Left] A portion of the EP1 site looking over to Lufton

Fig. YV9. 3: [Right] Broadleaze Farmhouse

Fig. YV9.1: [Above] Allocation sites YV9 and EP1 (source:
Google Earth), 2020

Fig. YV9.4: [Above] Tithe Map dating 1842 of EP1 site
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Fig. YV9.5: Above Ground Heritage Assets which are likely to be affected, and key views
Affected Assets
1. Brympton D’Evercy
Park and Garden
2. Brympton D’Evercy
Brympton House
3. Broadleaze Farm

2

Fig. YV9.6: Below Ground Heritage Assets
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description
1. Brympton
D’Evercy Park
and Garden
Grade II*
LEN 1000506

A historic country estate
comprising formal
gardens and pleasure
grounds immediately
surrounding Brympton
House and 40 hectares
of parkland lying to the
north and south.
The gardens were
developed in the 19th
and 20th centuries within
the surviving framework
of a late 17th century
formal garden.

2. Brympton
D’Evercy
Brympton
House
Grade I
LEN 1057261

A large country house
with medieval to 18th
century elements, built
with a common palette
of stone ashlar.

3. Broadleaze
Farm
Local value

Courtyard arrangement
of farmhouse and barns
built of rubble stone
under clay tiled roofs.

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

In 1220 the land
belonged to Thomas
D’Evercy and the land
passed through his
family until 1325. Later
owners included the
Earls of Westmorland.
Key influences on the
garden design by Lady
Georgiana Fane (late 19th
century), Violet Clive
(early 20th century),
Charles and Judy ClivePonsonby-Fane (late 20th
century).
Originally built in the
13th century but with
15th, early 16th, late 17th
and early 18th century
alterations. The
Sydenham family built
the Tudor wing and
Elizabethan mansion and
additions.
The farmhouse is
identified as dairy on the
1840s Tithe map and the
barns appear to be later
19th century.

Historic. Manorial estate
associated with a
succession of aristocratic
and locally notable
owners.
Architectural. Nationally
significant example of late
19th century and early
20th century landscape
design, with elements
influenced by Vita
Sackville-West and
incorporating a material
from a garden in Kyoto.

The wider agricultural
landscape contributes to
aesthetic value.

Forms part of the wider
agricultural setting but the site is
generally well screened by
intervening vegetation.

Historic. Medieval manor
house associated with a
succession of aristocratic
and locally notable
owners.
Architectural. Medieval
manor house with distinct
15th -18th century phases.
An impressive residence.
Architectural. Vernacular
agricultural buildings.

The surrounding formal
gardens and parkland
contribute to the estate’s
historic value and reinforce
the sense of grandeur to the
country house.

Forms part of the wider
agricultural setting to the estate
but appears to be generally
screened in public views.

The surrounding agricultural
land forms the functional
and visual setting.

Forms part of the functional and
visual setting.
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Archaeological Potential
EP1
•
•
•
•
•

No available evidence for archaeological activity on site following several archaeological interventions in the form of geophysical survey (associated with the
relief road) and evaluation.
Geophysical survey recorded few anomalies that could be interpreted as having archaeological significance.
Results of the evaluation have not yet been prepared.
Potential is unknown, but based on evidence at the time of writing, it is likely to be low.
If archaeology exists it is unlikely to be of more than local significance.
Suitable to progress to allocation, although archaeological assessment through the planning process should be required, possibly including assessing the
impact on the setting of the Bronze Age barrow cemetery to the south.

YV9
•
•

•

•
•

HER records that the Bunford extension is located on a deserted hamlet based on documentary and aerial photo evidence.
The northern part of YV9 has been subject to both geophysical survey and trial trench evaluation. Although no Medieval activity was found, evidence
suggestive of Prehistoric activity was recorded, the most significant of which was an Early Bronze Age cremation burial. The archaeology was largely shallow
ditches with no particularly strong dating evidence.
However, the allocation site is directly northwest of a Bronze Age cremation cemetery, Iron Age settlement (including roundhouses), evidence for early
Romano-British occupation and later Romano-British cremations and as the southern part of YV9 has not been investigated, there is potential for similar
archaeology to survive particularly as Bronze Age cremations are recorded in the northern part of the site.
Both sites are also northeast of a possible Prehistoric barrow cemetery.
Suitable to progress to allocation, although archaeological assessment through the planning process should be required, possibly including assessing the
impact on the setting of the Bronze Age barrow cemetery to the south.

Impact Assessment
Sensitivities
Harm
Mitigation /
enhancement

•
•
•
•
•

Urbanisation of rural visual setting of Brympton d’Evercy.
Potential impact to below ground archaeology.
Incorporate screening at the western edge of the site.
Adopt a landscape-led masterplan and approach to building heights which protects views from Brympton House and Park.
Archaeological assessment to form part of application.

Policy Recommendations
Development should:
1. Follow a landscape-led masterplan, based on rigorous testing of visual impact on the setting of Brympton House and Park.
2. Incorporate a green screen at the south western end of the site, and a set back from Broadleaze farm.
3. Use digital terrain mapping to establish the acceptability of heights – likely to be around three storeys facing the A3088 tapering to two towards the western
boundary and a single storey at higher ground to the south.
4. Adopt an ambitious approach to minimising lightspill through detailed design.
5. Be accompanied by archaeological assessment.
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