Policy TC1 Box Factory and South Street Car Park, Yeovil
Use: Residential

No.: 85 Dwellings

Surface car park straddling South Street at the south eastern end of Yeovil Town Centre.
The historic maps and associated documentary evidence show that the north east of the site was once the
White Hart Inn and Premises. The site contains the former Gaumont Cinema, built 1934, and a section of
frontage to Stars Lane. Before the 20th century, South Street was lined on both sides with a continuous
frontage of narrow plots with mews and orchards behind. The western end of the site was occupied by a
Glove Factory and a substantial residence, Park Street House. At the south eastern edge was Duke of
Clarence Yard a terrace of ‘two-up-two-down’ houses.
The Box Factory replaced Park House in the early C20th and gradually expanded to cover much of the site
including Duke of Clarence Yard. The factory buildings were demolished in the 20th century.
The site lies outside of the Yeovil Town Centre Conservation Area but the former Gaumont Cinema Stars Lane
frontage has local heritage value. Nos. 4 and 5 could be those shown on the Tithe Map but the windows and
shopfronts are modern. They create an attractive frontage with the Cinema.

Fig. TC1.BF.1: [Above] allocation site (source: Google Maps), 2020

Two World War II air raid shelters are recorded on the site, and much of the site is situated on the known
extent of the Saxon and Medieval settlement of Yeovil, which is designated an Area of High Archaeological
Potential.

Fig. TC1.BF.2: [Left] view of TC1 Box Factory looking south

Fig. TC1.BF.3: [Right] former Gaumont Cinema, Stars Lane

Fig. TC1.BF.4: Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1880
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Fig. TC1.BF.5: Above Ground Heritage Assets which are likely to be affected, and key views

Affected Assets
1. Foundry House
2. Woburne’s
Almshouses
3. Church of St John the
Baptist
4. Yeovil Town Centre
Conservation Area
5. Former Gaumont
Cinema (now Neo
Nightclub)
Sensitive Views
A. North west from Stars
Lane (see Fig.
TC1.BF.8)
B. South from Middle
Street (see Fig.
TC1.BF.9)
C. North west from
public footpath on
Summerhouse Hill
(see Fig. TC1.BF.10)
D. South west from
Wyndham Hill (see
TC1.BF.11)
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Fig. TC1.BF.6: Above Ground Heritage Assets which are likely to be affected in the wider surroundings
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Fig. TC1.BF.7: Below Ground Heritage Assets
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description
1. Foundry
House
Grade II
LEN 1391519

Late 19th century
factory, currently
vacant. Three-storeys,
seven bays, red brick
with Ham Stone
dressings under a slate
roof.

2. Woborne’s
Almshouses
with boundary
walls 5m to
east and
south
Grade II
LEN 1055711

Late Victorian rebuild of
two-storey almshouses,
with boundary walls 5m
east and south in a late
Victorian-Gothic design.

3. Church of
St. John the
Baptist
Grade I

Medieval parish church
built on a cruciform plan
in an early Perpendicular
style in limestone with
Ham Stone dressings.
The four-stage west
tower is the defining
landmark within the
town skyline.

LEN 1055713

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

Built between 1872 and
1875 and originally
served as a
glove manufacturing
works factory for Ewens
and Johnson Ltd. There
are three visible stages
of construction: 1.
central brick projection
at ground floor; 2.
central part of the
extension predating
1927; 3. two bays built
at a slightly later date.
The almshouses were
founded by John Stone,
rector of Tintinhull, and
then were refounded by
John Woborne, canon of
St. Paul’s Cathedral,
London, in 1476. The
almshouses were rebuilt
in the late 19th century.
It was originally built in
the late 14th century but
the evidence for it
dates back to 950. It was
probably then rebuilt in
1380-1400 by William
Wynford, master mason
of Wells
Cathedral. Major
restoration on the

Architectural. Presents a
well-preserved example of
a glove making factory
and provides evidence of
the once thriving industry
in south east Yeovil
Historic. Association with
founders’ Ewens and
Johnson.

The surrounding
development comprises
modern sheds and
contribute neutrally.

Neutral.

Architectural. Late
Victorian-Gothic design
Historic. Association with
founders John Stone and
John Woborne.

Forms an attractive
ensemble with the Church
of Holy Trinity.

Generally screened by
intervening buildings. Neutral.

Architectural. Elegant
example of the early
Perpendicular. Design
overseen by William
Wynford, master mason
of Wells Cathedral.
The scale and detailing
attests to Yeovil’s
Medieval prosperity and
was intended to impress.

The townscape remains
subordinate to the church
tower – its Medieval
hierarchy remains intact
and is visible in views from
the higher ground to the
east.

Visible in the setting of the
church in views of the wider
townscape from higher ground to
the east. Neutral.
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

4. Yeovil Town
Centre
Conservation
Area

Designated 1973 to
protect the historic core
around the parish
church and several
suburbs.

church was carried out
in 1851-1860.
Historic market town
with distinct Saxon,
Roman and 19th century
phases.

Fine urban grain and
traditional scale and
details reflect Medieval
origins.

Surrounding topography
provides views of the town
skyline, revealing the
aesthetic value of the
Conservation Area.

Visible in the setting of the
Conservation Area in views of the
wider townscape from higher
ground to the east. Neutral.

5. Gaumont
Cinema
Local value

Neo Georgian cinema
built on an elongated
plan, of red brick with
stone dressings. The
main entrance is
expressed as a distinct
architectural block of
central and flanking bays
under an enriched
cornice, frieze and
parapet. Central bay has
three sash windows and
the ground floor is
rusticated.

Architectural. NeoGeorgian design. The
interior has not been
inspected but externally
the architectural value lies
in the entrance block
facing Stars Lane. The
blind flank and rear
elevations detract from
South Street.
Forms an attractive
landmark in views from
Middle Street.

Neutral.

Neutral.

Built 1934 for Gaumont
Theatres replacing an
earlier theatre of 1912.
Designed by chief
architect W. E. Trent.
It was passed to Arthur
Rankin and then to the
Classic Cinemas chain in
1967. Operated as a
bingo hall until 2009.
Currently in use as a
nightclub.

Archaeological Potential
•
•
•
•
•

No previous archaeological investigations have occurred on the site. Whilst much of the site is currently car park, such places tend to preserve archaeology by
the shallow nature of their construction, leaving archaeology beneath largely intact.
High potential to encounter archaeology of Saxon or Medieval date as the site is located within the boundaries of the historic settlement.
Potential to encounter post Medieval activity associated with either the Glove/Box factory and/or the terraced housing of the Duke of Clarence Yard and World
War II activity.
Existing evidence implies that the archaeology is likely to only be of local significance and would not preclude allocation.
Suitable to progress to allocation but potentially requiring archaeological assessment through planning process.
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Impact Assessment
Sensitivities
•
•
Harm
Mitigation /
•
enhancement
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loss of local heritage value associated with Gaumont Cinema.
Primacy of the parish church over the surrounding townscape, as experienced in panoramic views from higher ground to the east.
None
Retention and incorporation of Gaumont Cinema entrance block and investigation of interior to confirm scope for redevelopment behind.
Investigate the age of the buildings adjacent to establish significance and any benefit of retention.
Replace blank flank elevations at the street-facing site boundaries with active frontages.
Replace unsightly car parks with high quality development.
Massing and heights to maintain the historic skyline in key views, informed by townscape and visual impact assessment.
Potentially requires archaeological assessment through the planning process.
Improve public realm around the site.

Policy Recommendations
Development should:
1. Retain and incorporate the former Gaumont Cinema entrance block into a sensitively designed masterplan.
2. Establish the age and significance of the buildings adjacent to determine the need for preservation.
3. Retain a strong frontage to Stars Lane and establish an active frontage to South Street.
4. Interface appropriately with the traditionally scaled neighbours at the perimeters of the site.
5. Preserve the visual relationship between the Church of St John the Baptist and the surrounding townscape.
6. Be of three storeys in height, possibly taller towards the centre of the site subject to impact on views of the parish church tower. Higher densities may be
acceptable.
7. Take opportunities to improve the public realm and adopt a coordinated design approach with any on-going or proposed public realm work around the site.
8. Be accompanied by archaeological assessment.
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Sensitive Views
Fig. TC1.BF.8: View A: North west from Stars Lane

TC1.BF.9: View B: South from Middle Street

TC1.BF.10: View C: North west from public footpath on Summerhouse
Hill

TC1.BF.11: View D: South west from Wyndham Hill
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