Policy MP1 North of Wheathill Lane, Milborne Port
Use: Residential

No.: 110 Dwellings

Post-enclosure fields located bordered by Station Road and Wheathill Lane at the north east
settlement edge.
Milborne Port was an Anglo-Saxon market and mint town, and the parish church, for a time a
minster. The cluster of houses and barns around the River Gascoigne was once a separate
hamlet, Kingsbury Regis. This area was proposed to be incorporated into Milborne Port
Conservation Area in 2017, defined in the draft appraisal as an area of ‘rustic charm’. Opposite
the western boundary of the site the Cold Harbour/North Street frontage is mainly 19th century,
including ‘Moonfleet’, a substantial (unlisted) Victorian residence, and the former ‘Angel Court’
Inn (Grade II). Milborne Court Methodist Church (Grade II) is a landmark. Milborne Port
cemetery dates to the interwar period and, along with its mortuary chapel, is treated as a nondesignated heritage asset. The western half of the site has permission for 65 dwellings under
ref: 19/02244/REM.

Fig. MP1.1: [Above]: Allocation site (source: Google Earth), 2020

There are distant panoramas of the wider settlement skyline from Wheathill Lane to the north
east. There are views back towards the site from within the parkland north of Ven House, which
lies to the south east.

Fig. MP1.2: [Left]; Site MP1 with Milborne Port Methodist Church in the background; Fig. MP1.3: [Right]: Site MP1 with
spire behind seen from viewpoint

Fig. MP1.4: [Above]: Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1880 with EP1 site outlined
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Fig. MP1.5: Above Ground Heritage Assets which are likely to be affected, and key views
Affected Assets
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Ven House Park
Ven House
The Old Angel Inn
Milborne Port
Methodist Church and
Schoolrooms
The Church of St. John
the Evangelist
Milborne Port
Conservation Area
Moonfleet
Cemetery and
Mortuary Chapel
Sensitive Views

A. North east from Cold
Harbour/Station Road
junction (see Fig.
MP1.7)
B. South west from
Wheathill Lane (see
Fig. MP1.8)
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Fig. MP1.6: Below Ground Heritage Assets
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description
1. Ven House
Park and
Garden
Grade II
LEN 1001157

Remnants of 18th
century formal gardens
and parkland associated
with Ven House. The
gardens were designed
by Richard Grange and
originally comprised
formal landscapes
immediately around the
house to the south west
of the A30, with
parkland to the north
west, including a double
lined avenue aligned to
the front elevation. The
formal gardens have
been reinstated and a
few of the trees survive.
The parkland is publicly
accessible via a footpath
from East Street.

2. Ven House
Grade I
LEN 1056286

Three-storey Baroque
country house of red
brick and Ham Stone.
Built by Nathaniel Irson
for James Medlycot with
extensions by Cubitt and
Decimus Burton.
Two-storey L-plan
former inn built of

3. The Old
Angel Inn
Grade II

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

Ven (or Fenn) originated
as a hamlet in the 13th
century. The manor was
owned by the Carent,
Carteret and Medlycot
families from the 16th to
19th centuries. James
Medlycot commissioned
a new house and
grounds in the 1720s.
The formal gardens were
removed in the late 18th
to early 19th centuries.
The estate was sold
between 1918-25 and
passed through various
hands throughout the
20th century, before the
formal gardens were
reinstated in the 1990s
from the 18th century
framework.
The building of Ven
house began in 1698 but
was not completed until
1730. Altered by Burton
in 1836.

Historic. An example of
Baroque formal
landscaping.
Aesthetic. The landscapes
enhance the grandeur of
the Ven House – albeit the
formal north east avenue
is no longer intact.

Positioned at the edge of
the Medieval settlement of
Ven and incorporates the
Gascoigne River. Wider
landscape setting
contributes to aesthetic
value.

Part of wider rural landscape
setting.

Important example of an
early 18th century neoClassical country house.

The formal and parkland
landscape enhances the
grandeur of the neoClassical house.

Neutral.

Formerly an inn, built in
the 16th century. It
became the Railway Inn

Architectural. Vernacular
construction.

Positioned on an approach
road to Kingsbury Regis.
Aesthetic value together

Neutral.
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

Historic. Demonstrates
vibrancy of Kingsbury
Regis in the 16th century.
Architectural. Neo-Gothic
form and detailing. The
spirelet is a landmark.

with the Victorian
properties either side.
Group value with historic
buildings either side.

Neutral.

LEN 1366366

coursed rubble stone
under a Welsh slate roof.

in the 19th century and is
now in residential use.

4. Milborne
Port
Methodist
Church and
Schoolrooms
Grade II
LEN 1056316
5. Church of
St. John the
Evangelist
Grade I
LEN 1295666

Methodist Church in the
Gothic style with a bell
tower and school room
extensions to the north.

Built in 1866.

Cruciform plan parish
church of Ham Stone
ashlar under stone slate
roofs. The four-stage
square tower is a
landmark.

Architectural. Medieval
design and construction.
Aesthetic. The tower was
designed to be seen from
afar and continues to lead
the visual hierarchy within
the townscape.

Group value with
surrounding Medieval
townscape. Subordinate
settlement skyline
contributes to historic and
aesthetic value.

Neutral.

6. Milborne
Port
Conservation
Area

Designated 1988. Covers
the compact
Saxon/Medieval core of
the market town. The
Parish Church of St John
the Evangelist.

Open fields contribute to
aesthetic value and legibility as a
former market town.

Substantial neo-Classical
residence, part
rendered, part stone,
under a Welsh slate roof.
Parish cemetery
containing the graves of
First and Second World
War casualties among

Historic. Saxon and
Medieval settlement
The Medieval skyline
remains legible in elevated
views despite modern
development at the
periphery.
Architectural. Attractive
neo-Classical design.

Landscape setting
contributes to aesthetic
value and legibility as a
former market town.

7. Moonfleet
(Local value)

Substantial 11th century
phases with Victorian
and Edwardian additions
by Henry Hall and Sir
Walter Tapper. The
upper stages of the
tower are 14th-15th
century.
Originated as a Royal
Saxon borough and then
Medieval market town.
Ven represents a
secondary Medieval
settlement south east of
the Saxon borough.
Mid-Victorian central
range with later
Victorian extensions.

Aesthetic value with
surrounding historic
properties.

Neutral.

Laid out sometime
before 1928.

The graves have evidential
and communal value,
while the chapel’s value is

The surrounding open fields
contribute to a sense of
tranquillity and repose.

The surrounding open fields
contribute to a sense of
tranquillity and repose.

8. Cemetery
and Mortuary
Chapel
(Local value)
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description
others, and a small stone
mortuary chapel.

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

architectural and
aesthetic.

Archaeological Potential
•
•
•
•

Geophysical survey took place on the western part of the site and revealed nothing representing significant archaeological features.
MP1 is adjacent to the Milborne Port Area of High Archaeological Potential (Saxon settlement).
If archaeology does exist it is likely to only be of local significance based on the information from the surrounding area.
Suitable to progress to allocation but potentially requiring archaeological assessment through the planning process.

Impact Assessment
Sensitivities

Harm
Mitigation /
enhancement

•
•
•
None
•
•

Relationship with Victorian frontage at Cold Harbour/North Street.
View of the historic skyline and landmarks from the viewing position on Wheathill Lane (view B).
Urbanisation of wider landscape setting to Ven House as experienced from within the parkland.
Create a positive and complementary new frontage to North Street/Station Road.
Requires archaeological assessment through planning process.

Policy Recommendations (applicable to the eastern half of the site)
Development should:
1. Preserve the historic town silhouette in panoramic views from Wheathill Lane through appropriate building heights.
2. If feasible, create framed views to Milborne Port Methodist Church from within the site.
3. Incorporate a buffer and/or screening at the eastern end of the site to shield the cemetery from noise and light spill and provide screening in views from Ven
House Park.
4. Be of a traditional scale – two storeys.
5. Requires archaeological assessment through planning process.
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Sensitive Views
Fig. MP1.7: View A: North east from Cold Harbour/Station Road junction

Fig. MP1.8: View B: South west from Wheathill Lane
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