Policy MB1 North of Coat Road, Martock
Use: Residential

No.: 55 Dwellings

Post-enclosure field situated just outside the northern edge of Martock accessed off of Coat Road. The
Durston and Yeovil branch line once skirted the northern border of the site (closed in 1964) leading to a
through station at North Street. The field adjacent to the east has permission for 35 two-storey dwellings
under refs: 13/01500/OUT and 20/01272/REM.
Martock’s settlement pattern was historically linear but during the late 20th century the fields either side of
North Street were developed for residential use, and the railway yard for large commercial buildings. The
village of Coat lies a little over 200m to the north west, separated by a single field. Coat retains its tight
settlement pattern with narrow rear plots, once orchards, and its immediate agricultural setting. A large part
of the site is covered by ridge and furrow cultivation and it is less than 100m from a Prehistoric/Roman
settlement south of Coat Road.
Hedgerows at the north, south and west boundaries of the site generally screen it from close range views, but
there are glimpsed views back towards Martock’s skyline from the north east where the road out of Coat
crosses the former railway line.

Fig. MB1.2: [Left] MB1 site

Fig. MB1.3: [Right] Little Manor

Fig. MB1.1: [Above] Site location (source: Google Earth), 2020

Fig. MB1.4: [Above] Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1880
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Fig. MB1.5: Above Ground Heritage Assets which are likely to be affected, and key views
Affected Assets
1. Little Manor
2. Coat Conservation
Area
3. All Saints, Martock
4. Martock
Conservation Area

Sensitive Views
A. South east towards
Martock centre [see
Fig. MB1.7]
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Fig. MB1.6: Below Ground Heritage Assets
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Above Ground Heritage Assets
Asset
Description

History

Significance

Setting Contribution

Allocated site’s contribution to
significance

1. Little Manor
Grade II
LEN 1226227

Detached two-storey
dwelling of Ham Stone
ashlar.

Originally built in the
17th century and includes
indication that the roof
was formerly thatched.

Architectural. Attractive
vernacular cottage at the
outer edge of Coat village.

Visually screened from
surroundings.

Neutral.

2. Coat
Conservation
Area

Medieval settlement
with largely intact linear
form. Two-storey
vernacular cottages,
gentry houses and loose
courtyard farmsteads
built with a common
palette of Ham Stone.
Most of the properties
have stone mullioned
windows and few have
thatched roofs.
Parish church of Ham
Stone, with nave,
chancel, and west tower.

The principal houses are
of 17th century origin
with exception of a few
dating back to the 15th
century. Smaller 18th and
19th century houses have
also been built through
the settlement. Limited
modern infill.

Typical Medieval
agricultural village with a
significant proportion of
farmsteads.

Post-enclosure fields
surround the village and
evidence of ridge and
furrow systems north of the
railway line.

Once part of the open system
associated with the village and
still part of its visual setting.

13th and 16th century
with later 19th century
restorations.

Views of the church from
the surrounding roads and
footpaths reveal its
significance as a Medieval
landmark.

Part of the rural setting to the
Medieval settlement.

Covers the Medieval
core of Martock and
Bower Hinton.

Various phases from the
Saxon period onwards.

The west tower is the focal
point of the historic
settlement skyline and
was designed to be seen
from the surrounding
agricultural fields.
All Saints Church tower
remains the focal point of
the settlement skyline in
distant rural views.

Views of the church from
the surrounding roads and
footpaths reveal its
significance as a Medieval
landmark.

Part of the rural setting to the
Medieval settlement.

3. Church of
All Saints,
Martock
Grade I
LEN 1065888
4. Martock
Conservation
Area

Archaeological Potential
•
•
•
•

A large part of the site is covered by ridge and furrow cultivation and it is less than 100m from a Prehistoric/Roman settlement south of Coat Road.
Some potential for Prehistoric/Roman activity based on the proximity to the settlement to the south east.
Known Medieval/post Medieval ridge and furrow. However, this has been truncated during the 20 th century and is not associated with a known settlement.
Locally significant.
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•

Suitable to progress to allocation but requiring archaeological assessment through planning process.

Impact Assessment
Sensitivities
Harm
Mitigation /
enhancement

•
•
•
•
•
•

Visual encroachment on the agricultural setting of Coat and threat to distinct settlement pattern through cumulative development.
Urbanisation of setting in glimpsed views to Martock parish church.
Erosion of wider agricultural setting to Coat Village.
Strengthen screening at west boundary.
Consider inclusion of a policy requirement to preserve distinct settlement patterns at Coat and Martock.
Requires further archaeological assessment.

Policy Recommendations
Development should:
1. Incorporate screening at west boundary.
2. Incorporate interpretation of Yeovil to Taunton railway line.
3. Preserve views of Martock parish church tower from the bridge over the disused railway through a careful consideration of heights at the south west of the
site.
4. Houses should be of a traditional scale – two-storeys.
5. Be accompanied by archaeological assessment.
SSDC should:
• Consider inclusion of a policy requirement to preserve distinct settlement patterns at Coat and Martock.
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Sensitive Views
Fig. MB1.7: View A: South east towards Martock (site highlighted with
red bracket)
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